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What would it be like if we lost our voices?  Our ability to speak, and to make our needs and wants known.   

Our ability to sing and express joy and love.  Our ability to not only talk and make a joyful noise in this world.  

But also our ability to bond with others through words.  To hear words of comfort, to listen to music. How 

different would our world be? 

 

This is what the deaf-mute man suffered in the Gospel today.  Not only did he have the inability to hear music 

or to speak words to his fellow man, but because of this he lived in social isolation from others.  He was always 

outside their circle no matter how much he tried.  Unwillingly, he became a passive participant in life --- 

looking at what was going on --  looking at life like it was a television, but not able to pierce the screen – to 

actually enter in with the actors. 

 

But Jesus changes all of this.  Jesus heals the deaf-mute man by first healing his inability to hear.  He says 

Ephphatha! Be OPENED! And in the same act this healing of the ability to hear and ultimately to listen also is 

accompanied by his ability to speak. 

 

So what is the LORD teaching us through this act?  It is necessary to be opened to the GOSPEL, to the very 

word of GOD himself, JESUS in order to really listen properly and speak properly.  FOR if we are truly opened 

to the WORD OF GOD HIMSELF, then we will not only HEAR what the LORD is trying to tell us, but we will 

be able to speak the words that the LORD is providing for us to say.  And the words of the Gospel will pan out 

in our actions. 

 

So it can be a discouraging thing when to hear from people --- “I did not get anything out of that HOMILY!”  or 

“I don’t want to hear about ‘blank’ when I come to mass on SUNDAY!”  Because then I wonder if these 

persons are truly open to the word of GOD as it is.  I wonder if they come to mass with preconceived notions of 

what they want to hear, and if it is not in the way they want to hear, and on the subjects that they are open to - 

then they will not hear it.  This is not always a fault of the one who speaks the words but often of the hearer.  It 

is not always the preachers fault if I do not like the words of the sermon. 

 

In addition, we can lose our voices as CHRISTIANS if we are not open to actually LISTEN to the word of 

GOD as it is.  If we are not open to the word of God then we forfeit our chance to enter into the dialog not only 

with HIM but with other Christians and with the WORLD.  But if on the other hand we are truly open to GOD’s 

word then even the challenging, even the prophetic word will arouse some stirrings in us and call us to change 

our lives.  If we are shutdown then no matter how eloquent the words or how timely the message then we will 

not hear anything to our liking and we leave empty. 

 

So we must continually pray to the HOLY SPIRIT to OPEN us at all times to even the challenging things we 

need to hear --- to even the things we may not want to hear.  If we do this then the LORD himself will touch us 

and we will be not only changed and more able to receive God’s word HIMSELF, but we will become BOLD in 

our PROCLAMATION of the GOSPEL.  The result is we will no longer be fearful persons, but people who 

encourage and challenge others to be the best that they can be. 


