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“Who do you say that I am?” Is a very important question. 
 
It gets to the heart of how we live our Christian lives and how we interact with Jesus Christ.  Our conception 
of Jesus always suffers under a limitation and this affects our relationship with God. 
 
“Who do you say that I am?” is a challenge for us to examine our most cherished ideas about God and Man.  
It asks us to step back and really look at the quality of our faith.  We often have many ideas of Jesus Christ.  
 
Is Jesus some far off figure sitting in the clouds looking down with power and might.  Maybe Jesus sends a 
lightening bolt to punish the proud and men of haughty hearts.  Is this our conception of the LORD? 
 
Or is Jesus among the people, a man of action and persuasion --- a man who runs from one case study to 
the next making sure that all is right in the people’s lives around him?  A man of service and hard work, a 
man who leaves no person unhealed? 
 
Or is Jesus Christ a man of few words, keeping us always questioning what his next move is --- a silent 
witness to all we say and do and letting everything unfold in our lives.  Not interfering, not judging, not 
intervening. 
 
We all realize each one of these conceptions of Jesus is lacking one way or another even though there may 
be some good qualities we can understand and hold onto.  But “who do you say that I am” requires us to go 
further, to ask the important questions of ourselves – and our relationship with the LORD. 
 
What IS lacking from all these views of JESUS is this: 
Jesus came looking weak, and is a man who was full of suffering.  He did not look like the one sitting in the 
clouds ready to throw a lightning bolt.  He did not look like a workaholic running constantly from one case 
study to another --- there were people who still suffered in his midst; we know his miracles healed some 
but not others.  Jesus was not a silent witness, sitting back not getting involved, choosing not to speak a 
word of challenge or judgment to the Pharisees.  No, Jesus was much more than these limited conceptions 
of him. 
 
JESUS entered into human history in a particular way --- in a singular way.  Not standing back aloof but 
entering into the very human condition.  JESUS suffered with us and for us and in us, and while he didn’t 
always look like the most powerful --- his power is from this:  He did not sit on the sidelines away from the 
suffering.  By doing this he forever changed the meaninglessness of human suffering into something 
GODLY, something REDEMPTIVE.  So “who do you say that I am?” – our response to this, cannot eliminate 
the Man of SUFFERING, the man who looked for the whole world to be weak and quiet.  For while he was 
all this – he was much more --HEROIC in bearing the sins of you and me! 


